CHAPTER VH
LIFE OF  THE  PEOPLE:  COMMUNITY ISOLATION
An infant people, spreading themselves through a wilderness occupied only by savages and wild beasts. (Marshall.)
Of the affairs of Georgia, I know as little as of those of Kamskatska. (James Madison, 1786.)
"LEAN to the right/5 shouted the driver of a lumbering coach to his passengers; and all the jostled and bethumped travelers crowded to that side of the clumsy vehicle. "Left/' roared the coachman a little later, and his fares threw themselves to the opposite side. The ruts and gullies, now on one side and now on the other, of the highway were so deep that only by acting as a shifting ballast could the voyagers maintain the stage's center of gravity and keep it from an upset.1
This passageway through the forest, called a "road/5 was the thoroughfare between Philadelphia and Baltimore and a part of the trunk line of communication which connected the little cities of that period. If the "road" became so bad that the coach could not be pulled through the sloughs of mud, a new way was opened in the forest; so that, in some places, there were a dozen of such cuttings all leading to the same spot and all full of stumps, rocks, and trees.2
The passengers often had to abandon this four-wheeled contraption altogether and walk in the mud;
1 Weld, i, 37-38; also, Morris, ii, 393-94.              * Weld, i, 38.